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VERA MILZ

Bookpourri: Reviews of
Books for Children
Vera Milz is a second-grade teacher at Conant
Elementary School in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. She is a
past president of the Oakland County Reading Council.

ummer 2000, or the Summer of Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire (Scholastic, 2000,
$25.95, ISBN 0-439-13959-7), has arrived. Considering all the fanfare and hype, one
might conclude that Harry was the only book published this summer! Happily, I just got
my copy and am enjoying a good read. As I read, I have realized that Harry is fourteen
and growing up as each new book is written-just as Laura Ingalls Wilder did in the books when
they were written many years ago. I also noted that the opening lines are dark and filled with
the mysterious death of three people. As teachers, I think that we need to look carefully at what
we are introducing to our students. For older students and adults, the Harry Potter series is wonderful and I am sure is responsible for building a love of reading in many former non-readers.
When that special book touches a child that has struggled with reading, often that book will also
build bridges to many other great books. However, for younger readers, I think that care must
be taken to find the many well-written books appropriate for their age and interest levels that
you can use in your classrooms. I hope that some of the books that I am reviewing will be able
to help you meet this challenge. If you have a favorite book that you can recommend to others,
please tell me about it for use in a future column. Send your suggestions to 175 0 Woodgate
Drive, Troy, Michigan, 48083.
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FOR THE PRE-SCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN SET -

Arnold, Katya. Me, Too! Two

Small Stories About Small
Animals/ retold and illustrated by Katya Arnold: based
on stories by V. Suteev.
(Holiday House, 2000,
$15.95, ISBN 0-82341483-3).
This book includes two
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delightful stories about animals. The animals
in both stories learn that copying others is
not always a good idea. A little chick learns
that he cannot always do what a duckling
can. Three frisky kittens find they cannot follow other animals without thinking about
what might happen first. Both tales are
bound to please young readers!
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Carle, Eric. Does a Kangaroo Have a Mother,
Too? (HarperCollins, 2000, $16.95, ISBN 006-028768-3).

Animal babies and their mothers are celebrated in this question-and-answer text that
will have mothers and their children reading
aloud together. Either parent or child can ask
the question while the other reads the
answer using the repetitive phrases on the
following page. As usual, Carle's colorful
collages will delight readers each time they
return to enjoy this lovely creation.
Dahan, Andre. Squiggle's Tale. (Chronicle,
2000, $14.95, ISBN 0-8118-2664-3).

Young readers will delight in the two
stories which are presented by the text and
the illustrations. Squiggle is spending his
vacation in Paris. He sends a letter to his parents to tell them that he is keeping his word
and he is behaving. The letter tells one story,
while what is really happening is revealed in
the soft watercolor illustrations.
What fun for young readers!
Haynes, Max. Ticklemonster and Me: A PlayAlong Book. (Doubleday, 1999, $12.95,
ISBN 0-385-32582-7).

Teddy goes camping in the dark woods
where nothing frightens him . . . except
being tickled. When Teddy meets a
Ticklemonster, he has a perfect solution to
his problem. The back of the book contains
four tickle games to add to the fun.
Howard, Arthur. Cosmo Zooms. (Harcourt,
1999, $15.00, ISBN 0-15-201788-7).

Cosmo's friends on Pumpkin Lane are
really, really good at something. Flip can
catch frisbees, and Lance is a fast runner, but
poor Cosmo can't find his talent. Read about
Cosmo's wild adventure and his "wonderful"
new skill.
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Joslin,
Mary.
The
Goodbye Boat.
Illustrations by Claire St. Louis Little.
(Eerdmans, 1999, $16.00, ISBN 0-80285186-X)

Saying goodbye when someone you love
dies is hard for anyone. This brief text
explores the pain and sadness of saying
goodbye after many good times together.
A boat carries the loved one away, with the
hope that the sadness will cease and happiness will return. This book can provide an
opening to help children deal with their own
goodbyes.
Stier, Catherine. If I Were President.
Illustrations by Dy Anne DiSalvo-Ryan.
(Albert Whitman, 1999, $14.95, ISBN 08075-3541-9).

This book will help young children understand the many hats that a president of the
United States must wear. He gives speeches,
lives in the White House, leads the armed
forces, and comforts families in need. A president is indeed a busy person. Perhaps, the
young reader just might be inspired to take
on the president's job someday!
Walsh, Ellen Stoll. Mouse Magic. (Harcourt,
2000, $14.00, ISBN 0-15-2000326-6).

When Kit the mouse meets his friend,
Wizard the bird, they make color magic
together. As the story unfolds, the reader
learns about complementary colors that
"vibrate" on the page. The colors jump
around on the page providing exciting
moments as the reader is encouraged to stare
at the colorful magic!
Wells, Rosemary. Emily's First 100 Days of
School. (Hyperion, 2000, price unknown,
ISBN 078682443-3)

Emily's first one-hundred days of school
are chronicled in this delightful narrative.
Although it seems like it will take forever, the
days swiftly fly by, as Emily and her friends
explore the wonders of home and school.
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On the hundredth day, each student in the
class finds a special way to celebrate one
hundred. Read and discover the special way
Emily chooses to celebrate.
Wormel, Mary. Why Not? (Farrar Straus

Giroux, 2000, $15.00, ISBN 0-374-38422-3).
Barnaby, the kitten, is a tease! When his
mother tells him not to bother the other animals, he always asks, "Why not?," proceeds
to pester, and then runs away. Finally, he gets
stuck trying to run away from the horses,
and has to find a way out of a tight situation.
Readers with their own streak of independence will especially enjoy Barnaby's
adventures.

BOOKS FOR THE
EARLY ELEMENTARY YEARS
Avi. Abigail Takes the Wheel.

Illustrations
by
Don
Bolognese. (HarperCollins:
An I Can Read Chapter
-~~,,&.,·,,~l;t'J ·..• _. _ _ Book, 1999, $14.95, ISBN 0.. ,J
06-027662-2).
~~•r-,,1

Set in the 1880s, this story takes place in
New York City's busy port. Abigail and her
brother travel to school each day on their
father's freight boat. When they witness a
collision between two sailing ships, their
father goes to the damaged vessels to help.
Surprise circumstances arise that force
Abigail and her brother to steer their freight
boat, as well as tow one of the sailing ships
through the harbor to the docking pier. This
book is another example of excellent historical fiction for young readers.
Bradby, Marie. Momma, Where Are You
From? Illustrations by Chris K. Soentpiet.
(Orchard, 2000, $16.95, ISBN 0-53130105-2).

A little girl asks questions about her mother's childhood and receives a poetic answer
taking the two of them back to an earlier
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time when her mother was growing up. The
mother describes a special place where she
lived, where the edge of town met the countryside, and where all the children were
brown. She reminisces about special people's
special times. This book brought back memories of my childhood and provoked similar
memories of my own good times. What a
treasure!
Eve. A Picnic in October.
Illustrations
by
Nancy
Carpenter.
(Harcourt, 1999, $16.00, ISBN 0-15201656-2).
Bunting,

Tony's grandmother wants to have a picnic at the Statue of Liberty to celebrate her
October birthday. Tony thinks it's a dumb
idea until he realizes how much the statue
means to her as the two watch a family of
new Americans respectfully gaze at Lady
Liberty.
Carrick, Carol. Patrick's Dinosaurs on the

Internet. Illustrations by David Milgrim.
(Clarion, 1999, $16.00, ISBN 0-395-50949-1) .
Fans of Patrick and his dinosaurs will be
delighted to know he has a new adventure.
After searching for information about
dinosaurs, Patrick has a visitor - a dinosaur
in a spaceship that takes him to a dinosaurinhabited planet for a fun-filled time!
Conover, Chris. The Lion's Share. (Farrar
Straus Giroux, 2000, $16.00, ISBN 0-37439974-3).

When a young lion with wings makes a
test flight, he lands in a nearby country
where he is rescued by a bear and an owl.
The bear introduces him to his library of
books - something the lion's kingdom does
not have. As his wings heal, the lion learns to
read. The owl teaches him all the intricacies
of flying and then the lion returns home. His
gift to his kingdom is the gift of literacy.
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Fleischman, Paul. Lost! A Story in String.
Illustrations by C. B. Mordan. (Holt, 2000,
$15.95, ISBN 0-8050-5583-5).

A grandmother tells stories of her childhood while illustrating her adventures by
string pictures made from a loop of yarn.
She begins telling the stories during a power
failure when her granddaughter is frantic at
the failure of all her modern conveniences
and equipment. Instructions for creating the
mentioned string figures are included in the
illustrations.
Johnson, Paul Brett. Bearhide and Crow.
(Holiday House, 2000, $16.95, ISBN 08234-14 70-1).

In this tale set in Appalachia, Amos is
known as a "swapping fool," because he is
always willing to swap something for nothing. He is tricked by Sam into swapping a
prize-winning gourd for a smelly old
bearskin. When he returns home, his wife is
furious and he realizes he is in big trouble.
Fortunately, he is able to beat Sam at his own
game in a hilarious two-part trade, with
some rich results.
Keller, Laurie. Open Wide: Tooth School
Inside. (Holt, 2000, $16.95, ISBN 0-80506192-4).

Everything you want to know about teeth
is found in this visit to a tooth school, led by
Dr. Flossman. From reports about teeth
belonging to famous people, to having the
tooth fairy as a guest speaker, there is plenty
to learn in this unique school.
McCully, Emily Arnold. Hurry! adapted
from Farewell to the Farivox by Harry
Hartwick. (Harcourt, 2000, $16.00, ISBN 015-201579-5).

In 1916, Tom Elson, who lives in Iowa,
meets a stranger with an unusual animal
named Farivox. The stranger says the animal
is the last of its kind and offers to sell it to
Tom for $10.00. Tom raises the money, but
48

when he returns, the man and the animal
have disappeared. This fascinating book
explores the topic of vanishing species.
McGeorge, Constance. Boomer's Big
Surprise. Illustrations by Mary Whyte.
(Chronicle, 1999, $14.95, ISBN 0-81181977-9).

One day, Boomer, the dog, comes inside to
find that a new puppy has joined the household. At first, Boomer is confused as the
puppy gets to do things that he cannot dolike sitting on a sofa or making a big mess.
He also feels that the puppy is getting all the
attention until the puppy wants to play with
him. Then the two become fast friends,
playing and cuddling together.
Moss, Marissa. Emma's Journal: the story of
a colonial girl. (Silver Whistle/Harcourt,
1999, $15.00, ISBN 0-15-202025-X).

Written as a diary from the viewpoint of a
young girl living in the late 1770s, the book
describes how the British blockaded Boston
and how Emma spied for the American militia. The book ends just as the Declaration of
Independence was read and posted. Here is a
great piece of historical fiction which brings
the past alive for young readers.
Ransom, Candice F. The Promise Quilt.
(Walker, 1999, $15.95, ISBN 0-8027-8694-4).

This poignant story tells of a southern
family that loses their father to the war. He
has promised his children that they could go
to school when they were older so they could
learn to read and write. However, with his
death, there is no money for books. The
mother makes a quilt in the design, "Lee's
Surrender," which is raffled for enough
money to buy the needed materials. Pieces of
the father's red shirt that had been returned
after the war were sewn into the quilt and, in
a way, allowed Papa to keep his promise to
the children.
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FOR OLDER READERS -

Amato, Mary. The Word Eater.
(Holiday House, 2000, $15.95, ISBN
0-8234-1468-X).

trilogy which includes Journey to Nowhere
and Frozen Summer.

Sixth
grader
Lerner
Chanse is miserable at her
new school. The MPOOE
(Most Powerful Ones on Earth)
Club rules and everyone else is a SLUG
(Sorry Losers Under Ground). It looks like
Lerner is destined to be a SLUG until she
finds a magical worm that eats words. If it
eats a word, that thing disappears forever.
Figuring out how to harness this power for
good and how to solve her problems makes
a thought-provoking book.

Hamilton, Virginia. Bluish. (Blue Sky
/Scholastic, 1999, $15.95, ISBN 0-59028879-2).

Avi. Ereth's Birthday. Illustrations by Brian
Floca. (HarperCollins, 2000, $15.95, ISBN
0-380-97734-6).

Ereth is an old porcupine who lives in
Dimwood Forest. It is his birthday and he
expects his best friend, Poppy, a deer mouse,
to help him celebrate. When he arrives at her
home, Erith finds that she has gone off somewhere and only her family is left. Figuring
everyone has forgotten his birthday, Erith
heads into the forest to get a treat for himself
- some tasty salt. Here everything goes
wrong and it all adds up to one wild birthday
that Ereth will never forget!
Auch, Mary Jane. The Road to Home. (Holt,
2000, $16.95, ISBN 0-8050-4921-5).

Set in the early 1800s during the time of
the building of the Erie Canal, this story tells
of a motherless family that is trying to return
to Connecticut where they had first lived.
On the return trip, the father decides to
delay their journey and join the canal crew.
When the children realize that he has no
intention of continuing their journey, they
decide to try to reach Connecticut on their
own. The book is a realistic portrayal of pioneer life and is actually the final book of a
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When a frail girl, wearing a knitted hat,
arrives in a wheelchair at their classroom, the
children nickname her "Bluish" because of
the blue veins that cover her thin frame. At
first the children are fearful of her, but
curiosity causes two of the girls to reach out
and overcome that fear. As the three girls get
to know each other, they develop a close and
rewarding friendship and discover they are
really more alike than different.
Nixon, Joan Lowery. Nobody's There.
(Delacorte, 2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-38532567-3).

Abbie gets into big trouble after throwing
rocks at her father's girlfriend's apartment.
She is given probation and required to assist
a senior citizen for a year. If she does well,
her record will be cleared. When she is
assigned to a crabby old lady who wants to
be a private eye, life for Abbie becomes even
more difficult. This one is a real page-turner!
Pevsner, Stella. Is Everyone Moonburned but
Me? (Clarion, 2000, $15.00, ISBN 0-39595770-2).

Hannah is the middle child in a family of
three girls. She always feels plain and drab
when compared to her sisters. When each of
her divorced parents appears ready to remarry, she is the one who is able to maintain her
calm and objectivity. It isn't easy when her
father's girlfriend has a know-it-all son
almost Hannah's age, and her mother's
boyfriend always calls her "kiddo."
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MICHIGAN CONNECTIONS Greene, Rhonda Gowler. Barnyard Song.
Willard, Nancy.
Illustrations by Robert Bender. (Atheneum,
Shadow Story. Illustrations
1997, $13.00, ISBN 0-689-80758-9).
by David Diaz. (Harcourt, \
· f'll
d ·h h
d f 11
1999, _$17.00
Th e_ barnyar d_is
1 e wit t e soun_ o a
).
' ISBN 0-15- 1)
201638 4
the ammals until a bee sneezes, and gives all
~---""'
Holly Go Lolly is a child who plays with
the animals the barnyard flu. The doctor
shadows. Her fairy godmother gave her the
and nurse are called to treat the animals, but
blessing that she would never be afraid of the
for a week wheezes, snuffles, and sneezes are
dark and she never was. When an Ooboo
heard. Finally, the farmer cooks up a tasty
makes her an orphan, she uses her shadows
soup which cures the animals and the barnto play a trick on him that saves her life. She
yard returns to normal. What fun for young
turns his palace into a library and tells stories
children to try their own barnyard chorus as
of the Ooboo and how she lured him away
they enjoy this book! The author is a resiforever.
The author grew up in Ann Arbor,
dent of West Bloomfield, Michigan.
Michigan.
Schmidt, Gary D. Saint Ciaran: The Tale of a
Saint of Ireland. Illustrations by Todd Doney.
(Eerdmans, 2000, $18.00, ISBN 0-8028-5170-3).

Ciaran of Saighir is known as the first saint of
Ireland. Born in the sixth century, his early years
were spent in prayer and worship to a God that
he did not know. Called to Rome, he studied
Christianity, was ordained a bishop, and was
encouraged by Saint Patrick. When Ciaran finally returned to Ireland, he lived as a hermit at
first, but gradually gathered a following of animals, monks and nuns. The author teaches in the
English Department at Calvin College in Grand
Rapids, Michigan.

Simmons, Steven J. Greta's Revenge. Illustrations by Cyd
Moore. (Crown, 1999, $14.95, ISBN 0-517-80051-9).

Greta is a nasty little witch who enjoys playing tricks
on people. She tries to make Alice, a kind witch, just like
herself. She casts a spell on Alice and Alice turns as nasty
as Greta. Fortunately, the spell wears off in time and Alice
goes back to her old nice ways, while Greta's mischief
gets her into a new pack of trouble! The illustrator lives
in Birmingham, Michigan.
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- - FOLKTALES FROM AROUND THE WORLD - Andreasen, Dan. Rose Red and the Bear

Prince: retold from the Brothers Grimm by
the author/illustrator. (HarperCollins, 200,
$16.95, ISBN 0-06-027966-4).
Deep in the forest, a widow lives with her
only child, Rose Red, who has the forest animals as her only playmates. One dark winter
night, a knock is heard at the door and a
great brown bear walks in. They become
friends, but in the spring he returns to the
forest to look for his treasures that were
stolen by a wicked dwarf. Rose Red finds the
dwarf, regains the treasures, and destroys the
dwarf's power. The bear is turned back into
a prince and, yes, Rose Red and the prince
are wed.

the gods transform the two
lovers into a pair of mountains overlooking the Valley
of Mexico.
Lunge-Larsen, Lise.

with No Heart in His Body
and Other Tales of Trolls,
from Norway. Woodcut illustrations by Betsy
Bowen. (Houghton Mifflin, 1999, 18.00,
ISBN 0-395-91371-3).
Here is a collection of Norwegian folktales which feature trolls. The stories range
from the familiar, Three Billy Goats Gruff, to
the unfamiliar Butterball. Each tale ends
with a resounding, "Snip, snap, snout! This
tale's told out!"

Diakite, Baba Wague. The Hatseller and the

Monkeys: retold by the author/illustrator.
(Scholastic, 1999, $15.95, ISBN 0-59096069-5).
A west African tells the familiar story of
the man who sells hats. When the hat-man
falls asleep under a tree, a band of curious
monkeys quietly sneaks down and each takes
a hat for itself. The clever peddler realizes
that they are copycats. He is able to retrieve
his hats when he throws his own to the
ground.

Kimmel, Eric A. The Two Mountains: An
Aztec Legend retold by the author.
Illustrations by Leonard Everett Fisher.
(Holiday House, 2000, $16.95, ISBN 08234-1504-X).
In this ancient legend, Ixcocauqui is a curious god who crosses a forbidden garden wall
and falls in love. When the gods allow him to
marry the maiden, the two promise to never
leave the heavens or they will no longer be
gods. When curiosity ov~rcomes the couple,
they return to earth again and again until
they are caught. They become mortals who
now must face death. When the wife dies,
VOLUME
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Mollel, Tolowa M. To Dinner, For Dinner.
Illustrations by Synthia Saint James.
(Holiday House, 2000, $16.95, ISBN 08234-1527-9).

In this story Juhudi, the rabbit, is able to
outwit a leopard who wants to eat her for his
dinner. She promises that he can eat her
when she becomes "dinner-size." At first she
is able to stay small, but with her bountiful
garden she feasts every day and grows big.
With the help of her friends, Hippo and
Mole, she is able to escape and never has to
worry agam.
Pitcher, Carolien. Mariana and the Merchild:

A Folk Tale from Chile. Illustrations by
Jackie Morris. (Eerdmans, 2000, $17.00,
ISBN 0-8028-5204-1).
An old woman lives near the sea. She
loves the children of the village, but they are
frightened of her. One day she finds a
merbaby hidden inside a crab shell. She loves
the baby but realizes that she must return the
child to her mother in the sea. However,
when she tries to do so, the mother asks her
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to keep her safe until she can swim well
enough to escape the sea-wolves. By the time
she leaves, the merchild has made ·friends
with the village children who now comfort
Mariana. What a lovely story of letting go
and opening one's self to new experiences!
San Souci, Robert D. Six Foolish Fisherman.
Illustrations by Doug Kennedy. (Hyperion,
2000, price unknown, ISBN 078682335-6).

This is a Cajun version of the story of six
fishermen who always think one of them is
lost, because each always forgets to count
himself. This tale adds a little more foolishness as half remember their fishing poles
while the other half remember the bait. Half
remember pies while the others remember
only coffee. These foolish fishermen also
mark their boats to remember where to
return to fish again. In the end they give up
in frustration over their problems.
Yolen, Jane. Not One Damsel in Distress:
World Folktales for Strong Girls collected and
told by the author. (Silver Whistle/Harcourt,
2000, $17.00, ISBN 0-15-202047-0).

Here is a collection of heroes who are all
amazing and feisty females. From Atalanta, a
Greek warrior and hunter, to Molly
Whuppie, an English girl, who tricks a giant
not once but three times, this is a group of
stories designed to encourage bravery in all
readers.

Fleischman, Paul. Big Talk: Poems for Four
Voices. Illustrations by Beppe Giacobbe.
(Candlewick, 2000, $14.99, ISBN 0-76360636-7).

Using color coding to indicate which lines
should be read by which readers, here is a
collection of poems to be read aloud by four
people. There are three poems: The Quiet
Evenings Here, Seventh-Grade Soap Opera,
and Ghosts' Grace.
Florian, Douglas. Mammalabilia. (Harcourt,
2000, $16.00, ISBN 0-15-202167-1).

Twenty-one poems focus on the world of
mammals. These poems include a clever fox
who writes poetry, a howling coyote, the
daring ibex, and a leaping lemur. Here is a
unique collection to delight the ear and the
eye.
Hopkins, Lee Bennett. Sports! Sports!
Sports! A poetry collection selected by the
author. Illustrations by Brian Floca.
(HarperCollins: An I Can Read Book, 1999,
$14.95, ISBN 0-06-027800-5).

Here is a collection of easy-to-read poems
which focus on the joys and frustrations of
various sports, such as baseball, soccer, basketball, swimming, and football. Young readers will enjoy these verses chosen especially
for them.
Johnston,
Tony.
It~s About Dogs.
Illustrations by Ted Rand. (Harcourt, 2000,
$16.00, ISBN 0-15-202022-5).

- POETRY TIME Clements, Andrew. Workshop. Illustrations
by David Wisniewski. (Clarion, 1999,
$16.00, ISBN 0-395-85579-9).

Using rhyming text, each tool in a typical
toolbox is described. The characteristics and
uses of each tool are shown as the craftsmen
in the story create a beautiful carousel with a
horse to ride.
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This book contains forty-three poems
which are a dog-lovers delight. Some are
funny; some are sad. Others extol the attributes of dogs. My personal favorite is the one
that states, "The world is made of cookies,
and my dog wants them all." (I'm even convinced the picture is my dog, Piper.)
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Lillegard, Dee. Wake Up House! Rooms Full of
Poems. Illustrations by Don Carter. (Knopf,
2000, $12.95, ISBN 0-679-88351-7).
This collection of thirty-four poems
personifies household objects, so that a bathroom floor awaits two sleepy feet, a tape
player performs the songs you choose, and a
bed wants to snuggle and hold someone
tight. What a delightful tour of a house!

McNaughton, Colin. Wish You Were Here
(And I Wasn't): A book of Poems and Pictures
for Globe Trotters. (Candlewick, 1999,
$16.99, ISBN 0-7636-0271-X).
This collection will especially be enjoyed
by the person who most likes to stay at
home. The crazy rhymes and wild happenings will bring hours of laughter to the armchair traveler. It's hard to choose a favorite,
but I especially enjoyed "Well, I Have" with
its litany of everything that could go wrong
on a vacation.

Micklos, John. Daddy Poems. Illustrations by
Robert Casilla. (Wordsong/Boyds Mills Press,
2000, $15.95, ISBN 1-56397-735-4).
From morning to night, this collection of
poems celebrates the bond between fathers
and their children, and the laughter and love
that they share. Daddies are great for piggyback rides, dancing with you, reading to you,
and sharing a quiet moment. All these times
are featured in this book!

Stevenson, James. Cornflakes. (Greenwillow
/HarperCollins, 2000, $14.95, ISBN 0-68816718-7).
This latest collection by the author/illustrator has short poems which contain a taste
of life for readers to savor. Just as crisp and
delicious as cornflakes, they are a treat for
both the ear and the eye.

-

INFORMATION AND MORE -

Adler,
David.
America's
Champion Swimmer: Gertrude
Ederle.
Illustrations by
Terry Widener. (Harcourt, -.--...i
2000, $16.00, ISBN 0-15-=
201969-3).
At the age of 17, Ederle won three gold
medals in the 1924 Olympics. Her greatest
challenge was to swim the twenty-one rough
and freezing miles of the English Channel, a
feat never before done by a woman. After
several tries, she was successful in 1926.
With the 2000 Olympics soon to take place,
this is a timely look at this inspiring woman
swimmer!

Cerullo, Mary M. The Truth about Great
White Sharks. Photographs by Jeffrey L.
Rotman. (Chronicle, 2000, $14.95, ISBN 08118-2467-5).
This book is packed with facts about
sharks that have existed since the time of the
dinosaurs. This much-feared creature has
been greatly misunderstood; the book
reveals how scientists have unraveled many
of the myths that surround the shark.
Stunning photographs, a glossary and index
help to make this a very well-organized text.

Gibbons, Gail. Apples. (Holiday House,
2000, $16.95, ISBN 0-8234-1497-3 ).
Just in time for the fall harvest, here is a
book with everything you need to know
about apples and much more. Apples have
been in existence for about two million years
and were brought to America by the first
colonists from England. Directions for planting and caring for an apple tree are included,
as well as a recipe for apple pie.

Griff. Shark-Mad Stanley. (Hyperion, 2000,
$15.99, ISBN 078680594-3).
This story is about a boy who loves
animals, but especially sharks. This book
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presents facts about sharks that will be
understood by younger readers. The book
has its own CD-ROM which takes the reader into Stanley's world to learn about sharks.

Pfeffer, Wendy. Sounds All Around.
Illustrations
by
Holly
Keller.
(HarperCollins: Let's-Read-and-Find-Out
Science Series, 1999, $15.95, ISBN 0-06027711-4).

McDonough, Yona Zeldis. Sisters in
Strength: American Women Who Made a
Difference. Illustrations by Malcah Zeldis.
(Holt, 2000, $17.95, ISBN 0-8050-6102-9).

This book clearly explains how sounds are
made, how they are heard, their uses, and
how they are measured. Several experiments
with sound are listed in the back of the book.

Eleven women who have shaped our history are honored in this volume. From
Eleanor Roosevelt to Amelia Earhart to
Mary Cassatt to Harriet Tubman, the book
profiles women from many different times
and with very different strengths. A timeline
helps to demonstrate how their lives crossed.
A bibliography provides the reader with
information for further research.
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Pringle, Laurence. Bats! Strange and
Wonderful.
Illustrations
by
Meryl
Henderson. (Boyds Mills Press, 2000,
$15.95, ISBN 1-56397-327-8).

Many facts about bats, earth's only flying
mammal, are given in this introductory book
about their life and behavior. Readers can
learn what bats look like, where they live,
how they catch insects in the air,
fish in the water, and help plants to
reproduce.
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